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and must uot be confounded with the thistle noble of 1581
(Lindsay, pi. x, 206), which has the thistle crowned; or
with the half thistle noble of the same date (Lind. pi. x.,
207), which, though about the same diameter, weighs only
88^ grs., while this half thistle dollar weighs 164 grs,,
though only, unfortunately, in poor preservation. I only
know of one other specimen,8 and that is in the Advocates*
Library, and it weighs, in fine condition, 169J grains.
It is mentioned in Lindsay's Supplement (p. 18, No. 172),
but is there erroneously called the thistle dollar, a mistake
afterwards corrected in the errata to the second Supple-
ment (p. 44). =

The acts of July 28, 1578, and llth November, 1579,
order the coinage of pieces answering exactly to the
thistle dollars, though Mr. Lindsay (p. 57), confusing the
French weights (then used in Scotland) with the English,
cannot reconcile the weights with the acts. These
statutes authorise the half also to be coined, and I have no
doubt but that this coin and the one in the Advocates'
Library are the halves of the thistle dollar struck under
these acts. The appearance of this coin corresponds
exactly with that of the dollars of 1578-9, and differs
entirely from the coins of 1581. It Las the thistle un-
crowned, a small crown as a mint-mark, and is a very thick
coin for its size. In all these respects it differs from the
later coinages, and agrees with the earlier. A great deal
of confusion arises from the difficulty of finding proper
names for the various classes of coins. Thus, for example,
at p. 279, Mr, Lindsay calls the coin of 1579 (which
weighs generally about 340 gtains) a dollar, ^ud gives the
same name to the coin of 1581 (which never exceeds 175

8 One is noted in the Ferguson sale, lot 202.